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 Email: sara.eplin@slps.org
Phone: 314-534-3894
 ex 35123

    
Office Time: 3rd and 6th periods
Classroom: 123  
Planning Periods: 3rd (A) and 6th (B) 
Textbook and Resources 

Oxford University Press, Global Politics Course Companion (Oxford, 2017) 

Articles, Readings, Studies, and Handouts; available through course website and IB Global Politics Google Groups site. 
Course Description and Objectives:
IB Global Politics at Metro Academic and Classical High School is an advanced level Social Studies elective course. The course is designed to meet the rigorous and challenging curriculum requirements and standards of the International Baccalaureate Organization for psychology. As this is a high level course, students are expected to conduct themselves accordingly with respect to academic behavior and respect academic deadlines. 
This course will introduce students to a variety of fundamental political concepts such as power, equality, sustainability, peace and conflict in a range of contexts and through a variety of approaches. It allows students to develop an understanding of the local, national, international and global dimensions of political activity, as well as allowing them the opportunity to explore political issues affecting their own lives. The four main units of study during this course are as follows:

1. Power, Sovereignty and International Relations 

2. Human Rights 

3. Development and Sustainability

4. Peace and Conflict 

Students in this course are required to sit for the IB Global Politics exam in May of next year, consisting of two specific papers (tests); 
Paper 1 is a stimulus-based paper (analyzing specific sources, usually formatted as 4 essay-style questions) and Paper 2 is an extended response paper (no-source extended essay with 2 questions). Another component of the exam which accounts for 1/3 of the exam grade is that each student must complete an internal assessment Engagement Activity; where students actively investigate a political issue of their choice and then complete an analytical report exploring the issue they have chosen. The IA will compromise a large portion of the student’s final course grade as well as their IB assessment grade. 

In the processes of the very demanding reading, critical thinking, and writing schedule, students will develop an appreciation for global politics both as an academic discipline and as a body of knowledge that is relevant to the student’s own life. This course prepares students for the required IB SL examination inglobal politics 
Curriculum and Topics:
 In preparation for the IB Exam and Internal Assessment we will explore a variety of topics within four main sections psychology. 
            Semester 1                    _________________________                               Semester 2      _____________                      
Introduction: Key concepts and global perspectives                                          Engagement Activity (EA) 

Power, Sovereignty and International Relations                                                 Development and Sustainability

Human Rights                                                                                                      Peace and Conflict 

Engagement Activity (IA)                                                                                   Additional Key Themes: Security, Identity, Borders,                                 E                                                                                                                           Environment, Poverty, Global Heath, etc
Rules and Expectations: 
· Attendance: Students are expected to be in class, on time every day. Tardiness may result in a deduction of points from the student’s daily participation grade. Student will not be able to make up for work missed due to an unexcused tardy. 
· Make Up Policy: Students will be permitted to miss up missed work, tests or quizzes when they have an excused absence, however it is the responsibility of the student to find out what work was missed. Student will need to schedule time outside of regular class time to make up any tests or quizzes. This make up time must be arranged in advance with the teacher. No makeup work will be given for unexcused absences. 
· Late Work: As this is an IB level course and IB courses assume strict deadlines, the course will be strict on late assignments. As most work for this course are large, comprehensive, assignments, credit for late work will be determined at the teacher’s discretion. Any work that is more than 1 week late will not be accepted. 
· Cheating and Plagiarism: Anyone found cheating or collaborating with a cheater on any assignment (test, quiz, project research paper, essay, book report, etc.) will be given a 0 (F) for that assignment and a conference will be set up including the student, a parent, and the principal. If caught cheating, the assignment will not be made up for credit, and the zero will be computed into the grade for that class. This incident will be recorded and applied to the student’s permanent record. If any electronic device (cell phone, IPad, pager, mp3 player etc.) is found on the student during an assessment it will automatically be treated the same as a plagiarism incident. 
· Classroom Behavior and Participation: Active participation and discussion is a crucial park of being successful in this course. Students are expected to be active and engaged listeners when the teacher or their fellow classmates are talking. Cell phone (or any electronic device) use or talking out of turn during lecture notes, class discussions or classwork time (without specific instruction otherwise) is not permitted. When speaking with our classmates or teacher, we are expected to use respectful, professional and academic language at all times. Failure to comply can result in a loss of participation points for the class day. 
Grading:

Because IB Global Politics is an advanced level course, designed to prepare students for a rigorous IB exam, weights will be applied to work completed in the course, with the highest weights being determined by student performance on standards based assessments (tests, quizzes  and projects) 

All of the work in IB  is designed Global Politics  best prepare students for the IB exam, weighting assignments is designed to provide students with an accurate picture of their course as well as help them predict their IB test performance, while also providing alternative options for students who perform poorly on standard assessments. 

Types of assignments in this course will include tests, research projects (presentations, papers, group and individual), quizzes (chapter quizzes, quizzes over reading assignments), varied homework assignments (current events blogs, article reviews, seminar reflections), participation in Socratic seminars and class discussions and other in class practices. Students will be assessed on their knowledge of the subject matter as well as the quality and clarity of their writing.

*Weights and point values will vary based on type of assignment; however, the standard point values are as followed. (Note: EA will be weighted as a Test and a Research project=60%)  
	Type of Assignment
	Weight/ Typical Point Value

	Tests/Quizzes 
	30% /50-300 points 

	Research Projects
	30%/ 50-200 points 

	Blog Posts (Weekly Current Event Post) 
	20%/ 30-50 points

	Socratic Seminars/Class Participation
	10%/ 20-50 points 

	General Coursework/Homework 
	10% / 10-25  points 


Course Components: 

Research Teams: 

A significant portion of this course depends on students to work in research teams (3-4 students) to complete study tools, experiments and research assessments. It is the responsibility of the students in each research team to divide work fairly and ensure completion and accuracy as grades for these components will be assessed at the group level. The group components of the course are as follows: 
· Research Projects : Research teams will be responsible for completing a variety of in class research projects in which they will extensively research a relevant global political. topic The expectation for these projects is a fair distribution of work and a final project meeting or exceeding IB guidelines.
· Service Learning : For our human rights and development units, students will be expected to research and carry out small to medium scale service learning projects as a response to a global political issue of their choice. The goal of research teams is to complete thorough background research, create presentations to inform others on their issue, carry out a service learning project and complete a written reflection on their work. . 
Individual Assessments: 

While much of the course will be assessed through group work components, there are also individual components by which students should expect to be assessed. 
· Current Events Blog: Each student will be responsible for contributing to a current events blog for each unit composed of modern articles, research or observations that can be linked to key concepts from the current (or past) units). Blogs should reference articles and events from the past 3 years  and should summarize the content, analyze how the content links to key concepts, identify the impact of the event and ask at least 2 relevant questions pertaining to the article or issue. Students are expected to contribute one blog post per week (due every Friday at midnight) 

· Blog Comments: Students will be expected to make at least 10 comments per unit on other student’s blog posts or in response to comments made on their own blog posts. Comments should show evidence of being well- thought out and use academic, professional language and analytical thinking. 

· Case Study Break Down: Each student will create a research tool and study guide called the case-study breakdown where define and identify key concepts from the unit and apply real world issues and incidents to each concept. Students should be able to define, summarize, and analyze how each event applies to the provided concept. This in depth analysis sheet is intended to help students prepare for the exam at the end of the unit. 

· Tests and Quizzes: Students should expect 3-4 quizzes per unit and 1 exam at the conclusion of each unit. Assessments will always be essay or short answer and assessed using the standard IB Global Politics rubric. 
· Socratic Seminars: Students should expect to have 3-5 Socratic seminars within each unit. For Socratic seminars students are expected to read provided articles as well as do independent research and prepare information as well as actively participate to the discussion. Students grade for Socratic seminars will consist of three main components; preparation, participation and reflection. 
Responsibility: 
Students acknowledge that while all stakeholders in the school (teachers, parents, and administrators) need to support the academic, emotional, and physical needs of the students, the student’s grades are a reflection of both their academic achievement and work ethic; and therefore, the student is responsible for the grade they receive.

Please sign and return bottom of this syllabus. By signing you are acknowledging that you have read the information provided and agree to the course outline and policies presented above.  

​​​--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student’s Name (Printed):__________________________ Class: _____________________ Period: ______

Student’s Signature: _______________________________________________________________________

Student Phone # (For Remind 101):______________________________Email:_______________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed) ____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________ _______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email: ____________________________________________________________________
IB Global Politics
Class Film List

Dear Parents,

The following is a list possible films which may be watched in class or assigned for viewing.  Each film has been chosen to enhance the quality of the class and create greater understanding of the subject matter.  By signing at the bottom, you are indicating that you are allowing your child to watch these films as well as other films chosen by Mrs. Eplin to create a more comprehensive academic experience.

Movie:






Rating:

Blood Diamond 




R

Ghosts of Abu Gharib



TV-MA

The Square 





NR
Hotel Rwanda




PG-13
Argo 






R

No End in Sight




NR

Frontline (Select Episodes) 

 

NR
5 Broken Cameras 




NR 

North Korea: The Great Illusion 


PG   

Locked Up Abroad (Select Episodes) 

TV-14

Winter on Fire 




R 

Virunga 
 




NR
The Ivory Gang 




R

Before the Flood  
 



PG
Catching the Sun




NR



The White Helmets 
 



TV-14
Cartel Land 





R
Parent Signature: _________________________________________
Date: _____________

Student Signature: ________________________________________
Date: _____________

Student’s name printed: ____________________________________

